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As the days of December roll by, so do the occuesrof many events we've come to know and love at
St. Mark’s. Wondering about our Christmas Eve ahdsimas Day schedules? Be sure to see the insert
within this newsletter. (You can also check “UpcogiEvents” on our website’s home page.)

St. Mark's Chancel Choir and St. Mark’s will again offer a service on Dec. 21st,
friends will presentTapestry of the longest night of the year.
Light, a Celtic Christmas cele-
bration on Sunday, Dec. 11th atThis service of peace and presence offers an op-
3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Inportunity for those of us who are overwhelmed by
I * this work, composer/arrangerthe season to lay our burdens down for a moment
Joseph Martin breathes fresh life into traditionadnd allow God simply to love us. Sometimes the
carol texts, combining them with music frompressures of providing the perfect holiday cause
Celtic folk tunes, including favorites like Danny great pain. We get lost in the demands and lose
Boy, The Ash Grove, The Holly and the, lapd ourselves in stress and anxiety. This is amplified
others. The choir will be accompanied by a Celtisre are also suffering from grief or loss. You are
ensemble made up of piano, flute, violin, cello anthvited to take a quiet, peaceful pa
percussion. The work also features solos, amh the longest night of the year &
readings of the familiar Christmas story. receive a moment of God's love a
omfort before moving forward in
e holiday celebrations.

This is a great opportunity to invite friends an
family to come share in the spirit and music of th
season, and to introduce them to St. Mark’s! Th
music has broad popular appeal and the presedtg%i\
tion is free and open to the public. A free-will?
offering will be taken.

simple meal will be served in Fellowship Hall
5:45 p.m. The service begins at 6:30 in the
sanctuary. You are invited to attend one or both
events.

Elizabeth Schauer Chris Bahnson

Something You Can Give Us for Christmas!

Most of the congregation has again slipped intohthigit of writing only their names on the registoat
pads as they're passed down the pews on Sundayingsriisitors often follow this example, provid-
ing the office with no contact information for dléw-up welcome. We can expect many new faces this
month, so please — for at least the next few SundB@gc. 11th, 18th and 25th) — won’t you take an
extra few seconds and write in your address, étegally will make a difference in St. Mark’s aibjl to

welcome our visitors during this Christmas sea3tmanks in advance!
Sandi Heilman

Communications & Outreach Coordinator
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Calendar “

Food Bank Workday It's that time

again — time to pack food boxes
this Saturday, Dec. 10th. Hope
you can join us at the Tucson

Community Food BankMeditation

that day from 9:00—12:00. Please
contact Nat Norfleet
(coachnorfleet@msn.com). If you
want to carpool, meet at the
church parking lot (La Canada
entrance) and wait in your car; do
not go inside. We leave at 8:15, or
you can meet us at the food bank
(3003 S. Country Club Rd.) at

forget your closed-toed shoes, a
pair of gloves and now, your
shack bag!!

Gardens Workday.
Bring your green thumbs (and
your hoes, rakes, hats, gloves and
sunscreen) to the Meditation
Gardens Workday on Saturday,
Dec. 17th at 8:00 a.m. Help us
trim, weed, plant and rake the gar-
dens, keeping it clean and peace-
ful for all to enjoy. Clay will bring
the donuts!

8:50. Remember they do not have
the snack bar any longebon't

OPEN CALL FOR ASSISTANCE — The Missions
Committee has an urgent need for experienced GRANRIT-
ERS and WEB PAGE DESIGNERS. Several of the chdetab
organizations that St. Mark's supports throughmissions pro-
gram are in urgent need of these skills and taldhtgou are
interested in assisting one or more of the charitineed, please
call the church office at 297-2062 or email Caseynfernolle
(zirncom@gmail.com) or Jim Harris (harris46@flagt)n

Dear Church Family ...

| sincerely wish to thank everyone teens struggling to complete their
who sent me cards, get well wishesigh school education. On average,
and calls. A special thanks to the2000 homeless teens exist in Tucson.
Membership Care group, PastorThis year, YOTO received 740 appli-
Sharon, the senior pastor, and theations to our program, a staggering
associate pastor, Meridith Grandy29% increase over last year's needs.
Many thanks to the United MethodistOf the seniors enrolled, 92% gradu-
Women’s group, too. God bless eaclated, which is a testimony to the
one of you. YOTO program’s success. The
Love and blessings, Program is successful because of you
Lucy Gipson and people like you that believe in
education, giving disadvantaged kids
Thank you for your recent dona- & chance, and changing lives for the
tion in the amount of $1500.00 tobetter. On behalf of our YOTO
Youth on Their Own. Your generosity Students, | thank you.
provides basic living needs and hope Teresa L. Baker
for abandoned and homeless Tucson Executive Director
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1
St. Mark’s
United Methodist Women'’s

Tuesday, Dec. 13th
Fellowship Hall

Please bring a food dish to share.
Table service and drinks will be provided.

Please plan to arrive about 10:00 a.m.

will sing some Christmas songs for us
beginning about 10:30.

Babysitting/childcare can be available,
if requested in the church office (297-2062)
on or before Friday, 12/9.

If you have questions or need a ride,
please contact Alberta Farnsworth.

The Missions Committee will be introducing thg

“ODBALL”"” Mission starting in January, 2012.
You are probably asking yourself:

What is this ODBALL Mission?

What crazy idea have they come up with this
time?

What in the world could ODBALL stand for?

2 More information to follow in the
second DecembeMessenger,and the
answer will be revealed in the first Jan
ary Messenger. Then watch for an
announcement in the January worsh
bulletins.

e e e e e B B B B B

Each year, some of the classes, gr
* or families in the St. Mark’s congreg

tion choose to adopt a family from N
Elementary for Christmas. It's a gr
way to share God’s love and the joy
the season. If you are interested
adopting a Nash family, please cont
the school at 696-6440 and speak

&
Cynthia. *
e i e B B B B B B

Just a reminder...

If you would like to contribute to this year

'S

poinsettias in honor or in memory of someone,
please turn in your payment and order form
no later than Monday, Dec. 12tiHorms can be
Children from St Mark's Early Childhood Centérfound in the Nov. 22ndMessenger(available on

our website) or in the church office.

Dates & Times
Thursday, Dec. 15 11:00—1:00
Friday, Dec. 16 11:00—1:00
Sunday, Dec. 18

Holiday Book Sale! We will b

children’s books and specia
magazines.

Place: Room 17/18

112

9:30—12:30

Come take a stroll through our

selling new and used books,

ty
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= The Missions Committe’F

Wl THANKYOU  |would like to thank th
8% for the Gift

Py @ Joriric Gyl Target Store at Ina and
What Gift Can We Bring? v\ Thornydale ~ (especially
. their manager, Nina) for
Campaign Update_ the very generous support
To date, 334 commitment cards have beegs oy sidewalk Sunday School project. The
received, pledging a total of $795,614.70 for theonated gift card was put to very good use.
2012 church budget. We are grateful for this faith-
ful step from so many of you. If you have not yet
had a chance to turn in your pledge card, please
consider doing so at your earliest convenience.

David: Seeking a Heart Like Hidy Beth Moore is
a compelling women'’s bible study of David. In this
Thanksgiving Update examination of the “man after God’s own heart,”

Our Thanksgiving offering has yieIdedDaVid will delight and disappoint you. You'll want

$10,776.50, which will be divided between thd® Pe just like him at times and nothing like hitm a

Community Food Bank and the Wesley Founda@thers' I you’\(e ever experienced dOUbt.’ tempta-
tion at the UA. The congregation has again givef[rllon’. Iosi,]_fantqllél profblems, or personal inconsis-
generously out of thankfulness for all its blessing encies, this study s for you.

This 11-week DVD/workbook in-depth study of
David begins Jan. 9, 2012 and ends March 19.
AZ School Tax Credit Mondays, 9:30 a.m.— noon
If you are interested in taking advantage of the Room 17/18
Arizona SChOOI tax Credit’ you may want to WQI’kbOOk C(.)St is $1500 SChOlarShipS and
consider the Christian Scholarship Fund, with St. childcare available.

Mark’s Early Childhood Center as the designateg|o5se sign up on the Adult Education bulletin

school. Individuals can make a contribution of URy4¢q in the courtyard on Sundays or phone Susan
to $500 ($1000, for married, filing jointly) and Gerstad. Beth Moore studies are enjoyable and
have this amount serve as a credit on their ArizoRgightening: you owe it to yourself to join in on

state income tax. Contributions must be receivagle fun.
by Dec. 31, 2011, and forms are available in the
church office or the literature rack of the
Welcome Center. (More details can be found b

visiting www.azdor.gov/TaxCredits.aspx.) SJ[Udy New Testament Women

It's that time again for another Ladies Bible Study

Year-End Notice for Donors This will be a five-week study about the "Women

. : , . f the New Testament." This study will be on
Please wait until you've received your year-end . . o
statement of giving to file your income tax returnF”gaé r;g;r;m%?/ beg;:;nnmgt fJan. 96_’302012tth£%938
Some donors may not be able to deduct certaiy >, > - ywe will meet from 9.5Uam o LU:

contributions if they file a tax return before2™ N Room 17/18.

receiving their church contribution receipt. Forrhe Jan. 6 study will be about Elizabeth and Mary,
contributions to be deducted in 2011, they must b@other of Jesus. Elizabeth is found in Luke 1:5-80
received at the church by December 31, 201%nd Mary is found in Matthew 1:18-25; 2; Luke
This means that a check deposited in the churchi:26-80; 2:1-52: John 19:25-27.

offering in January of 2012 cannot be deducted ) ] ]
in 2011, even if it is backdated to 2011. A sign-up sheet will be on the Adult Education
board in the courtyard and will be limited to 12

One exception—checks that are written, mailel@dies. Please bring your Bible and enjoy learning

and postmarkedin 2011 are deductible in 2011about more women in the New Testament. If you
even though not received until 2012. have any questions, please see or call me.
Karen Allison



11:00 a.m. — Lessons and Carols

A Christmas Eve service of scripture, song and communion, with music by piano
and cello. It will be followed by a light luncheon in the Fellowship Hall for all those

¥

wishing to attend. Bread and a variety of soups will be provided. L§S°"S|
and Carols
| i . . .
L e, 4:00 p.m. — Blessing of the Children

readings and congregational singing of familiar Christmas carols. Candlelight
and a blessing of the children and their families will occur at the conclusion of the

Qoo This is a family-oriented service, with a telling of the Christmas story through
ﬁg\
service, and each family will receive a gift from the church.

‘b/ 0

6:00 p.m. — A Family Christmas 8y
This is another family-oriented service, which will include a time of candlelight. Music [[#IS :
will be led by the Praise Team. Candlelight and a blessing of families will occur at the {5 "\'ﬁ L
conclusion of the service, and each family will receive a gift from the church. Poe - zocll

@3:00 p.m. — A Christmas Celebratiomand Commi

LAY A traditional Christmas Eve worship service, centering on the ancient story of the birth of
¥ the Messiah. Holy Communion will also be celebrated, and the Folk Choir will lead the

& music.

11:00 p.m. — Communion and Candlelight |\~
This traditional Christmas Eve worship includes Holy Communion and will finish &3 3
with candlelight singing. The Chancel Choir will lead the music for this service. \

In addition...

St. Mark's will celebrate Christmas Day with one service on Sunday, Dec. 25th.
"Come As You Are," and join us in worship at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary!

Christmas Day




November, 2011
(You may wish to tuck this page into your photo eftory!)

S Jon and Laurie O’odham Nation and is pursuing an associate’s
" | Schladweiler degree from Pima. He enjoys exercise, sports and
' his two dogs. Jennifer is an anesthesia tech at
Originally from Wiscon- NW Medical Center and a student in NAU's nurs-
| sin, Jon and Laurie haveing program. She enjoys movies and sewing but
> " been participating at St. spends most of her time on homework right now.
A Mark’s for more than two Both Ryan and Jennifer are interested in learning
years. Jon is a civil engi- more about our Health and Wholeness Ministry.
neer who also happens toTheir sponsors are Sam and Kayla Ruiz

be quite an expert at sewer history! His other in-

terests include time with family, gardening and

travel. Laurie was a preschool and elementatyill Ward
teacher who then became a library specialist,
spending almost 20 years working at Pima Contill is originally from Topeka, KS
munity College. The Schladweilers have tw®she loves her job as t
grown sons in Tucson and are thoroughly enjoygeneral manager of the Hamp
ing their two granddaughters, with a grandson oinn at the Tucson Airport. S
the way. They took an active role in arranging analso enjoys UA football anC
carrying out our road clean-up project durindpasketball, along with NASCAR and her dogs. Jill
Change the World weekend in May. Their sporRas two grown sons: Leonard is currently an electri-

sors are Gary and Phyllis Rieman. cal contractor in Irag, and you just met her younger
son, Ryan! Her sponsor is Vickie Bishop.

Ryan Ward and
Jennifer Robins

- Pleﬂe

WLGME‘:

These Nem Famliag!

-

Ryan and Jennifer apFsss
engaged to be marrig
next July. Ryan is a firey
fighter for the Tohono |

Attention: ALL Committees, Work Areas, MinistmgsTaad Groups!!

St. Mark’s storage spaces are becoming overloaldedn effort to share space equitably and sort out
unused items:

All groups (whether St. Mark’s groups or not) whigte using any storage areas on
campus must sort, label and date their items cemanal basis.

An annual cleanup day will be held to clear outabeled items. Any items left
unlabeled/undated in their spaces after the ancdeah-up date deadline will be e
donated to the preschool rummage sale held in danua

This year’s sort date is January 20th. Therefdre,committee/groups deadline for
sorting etc. is January 13th.

Please be aware that the Board of Trustees and tleaff are expecting that all groups will comply
with the deadline, and they will assume that if aritem is unlabeled and/or undated after January
13th, your decision is to donate the item to the gischool rummage sale.
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For Our Prayers ...

In the hospitalKay Blackburn, Ray Loughney
(TMC), Lillian Carroll, James Mclnnis (NW),
Shawn Pickart, Jean Tantillo(St. Joseph’s),

Upcoming surgeryChuck Wachsman(12/13).
Rehab or care facilitie€onnie Belmar.

Under hospice card8ob Belmar (at the V.A),
Jim Brademas(at home).

At home: Roy Gaskin, Moyne Harcleroad,

Dec. 14 — Children’s Christmas Pageant!| John Lennarson, Irene Olson, Joan Pepe, Rod
Potter, Thelma Strang, Roseanna Wagone(in

Dec. 21 — The Longest Night: Mesa).
A Service of Pause

Join us — We offer our Christian love and sympathy to:

Light Meal: 5:45-6:15 p.m. © Darrel and Marge Frazer, upon the recent
death of Marge’s youngest brother.
Music & Children’s Time: 6:15-6:30

Adult Prayer Time & Study/Children’s
Program: 6:30-7:05

Holy Communion for All: 7: 05—7:15

Questions? Contact Pastor Meridith at
mgrandy@umcstmarks.org or 520-297-2062

Charles Manherz(grandson of Ray and Doris Tyler), serving in Afghaanist

Jared Hockenbury, PV1st Class (close friend of Zirnheld/Compernolle fgimitationed in Afghanistan.

Brian Osborn (pastor in the Desert SW Conference), deployed thagstan.

lan Hippeard (nephew of Shari Hippeard), serving with the U.9ngiin Afghanistan.

Patrick Emmett (son of Julie Wiens), with the Navy Special Forcepjalgeed to Africa.

Mallory O’Brien (daughter of Lisa Brobeck and granddaughter of Budb Marialene Brobeck), deployed to
Qatar, assigned to an Army Air Defense unit.

Jeremy Dodson(grandson of Jan and Gil Hooser) serving in the U&yNGoose Creek, South Carolina.

Geoffrey Shafe(grandson of Jerry and Mary Langemeier), 47th ImfaReegiment, Fort Benning, GA.

Benjamin Fry (grandson of George and Darlene Fry), with the Meiand currently recovering from a knee
injury.

Will Chavez (husband of Wayne and Phyllis Stevens’ granddauyhtéh the Air Force in Korea.

Hank Bautzmann (son of Nancy Bautzmann), deployed to Afghanistamnd an Apache helicopter.

Staff Sgt. John O’Regan(husband of Ashley Krug O’Regan), with the U.S. Aarée, deployed to Afghani-
stan.

Staff Sgt. Scott Outlaw(brother of Kim Ryan), with the U.S. Marine Corpsptbyed to Afghanistan.

PRAISE THE LORD!

Lisa Brobeck (daughter of Bob and Marialene Brobeck) afidhael O'Brien (son of Lisa Brobeck and grand-
son of Bob and Marialene Brobeck) have returned wafeFt. Hood from Iraq and Afghanistan, respec-
tively.
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Brrrr... this morning | am waking up to cold and snaw | visit with my dad near Kansas City, Missotot, a
few days. We’'re sharing a little bit of Christmasputting up their tree, and spending a little titngether visit-
ing about past Christmases, and even Dad’s childlhotdays, growing up in Michigan.

Moving through Advent and into Christmas is a tioferemembering. Part of the intent of Advent is @ to
reflect on and recall the things we need to changader to be ready for Christ at Christmas. Domnveed to
remember that we are God’s beloved children anidwkaare worthy of God’s love? Or, do we need fwerd for
something we’ve done or said, go to God, and etieers and ask for forgiveness? Do we need to thirgdthers,
and go serve somewhere this Advent?

Advent also gives us the chance to reflect on dlye pnd blessings of this year. Are we missingjdlyeas we
hurry through this season? How have we been abtigddessed?

So, I'm grateful for the chance to remember an& ginanks for the joys in my life and this seasdmatTincludes
the chance to visit with my dad, and with otherthie next few weeks, including other family anefrs.

| give thanks for the joy of serving Christ withw.orhank you for the ways you serve and give, tarmhospital-
ity to others, and for your care.

Advent blessings....and Merry Christmas, ahead cé!tim

Sharon



