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Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people.

The Animal Ministry Team is 
pleased to sponsor St. Mark’s 
Sixth Annual Blessing of the 
Animals! The service will be 
held on the labyrinth of our 
Meditation Area on Sunday, 
Oct. 8, at 4:00 p.m. Not a 
pet owner? Bet you know 
neighbors and other friends 
who are; help us spread the 
word!

Well-behaved animals of all 
kinds, on leashes or in carriers or 

cages, are welcome to attend. Join us in this celebration 
… feel free to decorate collars, leashes or carriers with 
bows or flowers (or use your imagination)! If your animal’s 
temperament, health or size does not lend itself to 
attending, you may bring his/her picture to the blessing 
service instead.

Faye Beckert, a pet photographer, will be available to take 
free photos of you and your pet(s) after the service. 

A free-will offering will be taken for the South Florida Wildlife 
Center, which has been heavily affected by Hurricane Irma.

Blessing of the Animals 

Don’t miss  our  Mural Dedication and Food Truck Café on 
Friday, October 13th. Enjoy a variety of food truck entrées 
and desserts from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. and celebrate with us 
at 6:00 p.m. for the blessing of our newest mosaic mural 
KINDNESS GROWS AT ST. MARK’S located at the entrance to 
the Early Childhood Center (ECC) on our campus. 

The mural was designed by Ruth Machtley and Phyllis 
Dirksen and constructed by the Bits and Pieces committee. 
Barbara Rosano, a retired art teacher, also donated her time, 
supplies, and instruction so the daycare, 
preschool and kindergarten 
students could 
make leaves for 
the mural. The 
photo Features  
St. Mark’s Bits 
and Pieces 
c o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s 
(from left 
to right) Jan 
Hooser, Ruth 
Machtley, Marva Brittle, 
Phyllis Stevens in front of the mural. A big 
thanks to the Handy Hands Ministry for hanging the mural.  

St. Mark’s Mural Dedication & 
Food Truck Café - October 13th

As we prepare the budget for St. Mark’s ministries and missions 
in 2018, the Finance Committee is grateful for your faithful and 
generous contributions. Giving in 2017 has been strong, and we 
have accomplished much towards changing the world through 
Christ by caring for all people.  

We will kick off our 2018 stewardship campaign, Called to Action, 
on Sunday, Oct. 15th. As Jesus’ disciples, we are Called to Action, and during the campaign we will introduce characters of 
the Bible who made a difference through their actions. This will correspond with the Pastors’ sermon series, “People who 
turned an upside down world right side up,” with supporting Scripture from Acts 1:8, “And you will be my witnesses … to 
the ends of the earth.” We hope these messages of ordinary men and women who were called to action and changed the 
world, encourages all of us that through giving our time, talents, and resources we can do likewise.

2018 Stewardship Campaign
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COFFEE CHAT!  Ever wanted to discuss current events, and social issues, with other Christians? 
Ever wanted to have fellowship and meaningful conversation with others in our church family? 
Come and chat --- we don’t have to agree, but it is great to hear different perspectives. Here’s 
the details about this exciting new opportunity: 
   •Starts Tuesday, Oct. 10th at 9:00 a.m. 
   •Kelly Deyoe, Coordinator 
   •Meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. 
   •No registration necessary, come when you can!
   •Old Times Kafé, 1485 W. Prince Rd. (near Flowing Wells Rd.) 

For several years, our church has had one staff person 
serving as Coordinator for Christian Formation for 
Children and Adults, providing Christian education 
leadership for toddlers through 5th grade, and for 
adults. Kim Ogle and Rachel Mosher lead Christian 
formation/education for youth grades 6-12.  

Since May 2017, Margaret Synhorst has held this 
position on an interim basis. Recently, our Staff Parish 
Relations Committee, in consultation with our Christian 
Formation Team, made the decision to divide this 
position, and seek two part-time persons to serve 
on our church staff. (The Christian Formation Team is 
Kim Ogle, Team Leader, as well as Rachel Mosher and 
Margaret Synhorst.)

The following part-time positions are now open 
for application, due by Monday, October 16th. 
Apply by sending a cover letter and resume to 
kim@umcstmarks.org. You may review the job 
description on our website at www.umcstmarks.org.     

Opportunities  
To Serve On Our 
Church Staff!

Christian Formation Coordinator  for Children 
This is a part-time position, working 10 to 12 hours 
per week to coordinate existing children’s (toddler-
fifth grade) program and education ministries of 
the church, including but not limited to Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, and preteen youth 
fellowship.  Focus ministries on building strong 
relationships with our children and their parents, 
while attracting new families.    

Christian Formation Coordinator for Adults 
This is a part-time position, working 20 hours per 
week. Primary responsibilities include initiating, 
developing and supervising the adult spiritual 
growth ministries of the church, and working 
with the Adult Spiritual Growth Committee.  This 
includes Bible studies and other classes, spiritual 
growth experiences, forums, and retreats.  It 
also includes recruiting, training and mobilizing a 
network of leaders to carry out the adult spiritual 
growth ministries of the church, and participation in 
the planning, advertising, teaching, and facilitating 
of adult spiritual growth opportunities.

Justice For Our Neighbors  
PRESENTATION

October 7th, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Fellowship Hall
We have an exciting opportunity to learn about a new 
ministry in the Desert Southwest Conference. This is 
a ministry of hospitality for low-income immigrants, 
refugees, and asylum seekers who need legal services 
and advocacy assistance. Come and learn the stories 
about Julio, a DACA recipient; Consuelo—a mother 
reunited with her children after a ten-year separation; 
and Mark and how one mistake separated his family. 

Immigration is a complex issue in a system with many 
twists and turns. Come to Fellowship Hall and learn 
about the path to citizenship, DACA, and much more.  

Worship Watch
St. Mark’s will celebrate 
All Saints Day on Sunday, 
Oct. 29th. Every year, we 
celebrate the lives of our 
lost loved ones by processing 
our Bell Banner into the 
Sanctuary. In preparation for 
this processional day, a table will be in the courtyard 
the previous two Sundays (Oct. 15th and Oct. 22nd) to 
fill out commemorative cards with the names or our 
departed loved ones. The commemorative cards will 
be tied on the Bell Banner on the 22nd and processed 
into the Sanctuary on Sunday, Oct. 29th, All Saints Day. 
Cards will be available on the narthex table to add to 
the banner if you miss the previous two Sundays.

Staff Parish Relations Committee
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The first fall Meditation Garden workday is scheduled for Oct. 7th, at 7:00 a.m. It’s a 
happening place to be, so bring your gloves, hat, and water bottle, and join in the 
fun. The workday routine consists of a general cleanup of the gardens (as regular 
maintenance is suspended during hot weather). The work consists of repairing the 
pathways, trimming trees and cacti away from the paths, weeding as needed, and 
possibly changing the annuals in the Baby Memorial planter. As always, coffee, 
water, and donuts are provided.
       Clay Thompson, Chair
       Meditation Garden Board

Meditation Garden Workday

I don’t understand why you spend your money for things that don’t nourish, or work 
so hard for what leaves you empty. Attend to Me and eat what is good; enjoy the 
richest, most delectable of things.  Isaiah 55:2 (The Voice)

The words of a popular Mick Jagger song echo throughout our culture … “I can’t get no 
satisfaction.” But oh how we try! Satisfaction is defined as fulfillment of one’s wishes, 
expectations, or needs, or the pleasure derived from this ‒ the seeking of contentment, 
pleasure, gratification, enjoyment and happiness. Of course, God himself wired us for 
desire and so it is not a bad thing to seek after a fulfilling life.  But, too often, we remain 
“seekers” instead of being “finders,” because we never feel like we have enough. It seems ever since we left the garden 
we have wanted more than we have been given, which got Adam and Eve into trouble in the first place. Just think of how 
the world would be a different place if they would have learned contentment. Ultimately, what God is saying is that apart 
from me you will not be satisfied. How different our lives would be, if we learned to live the way of enough?  

We need space in our lives where we can take time to enjoy what we have instead of always looking for more. We can 
begin our way of enough by practicing Sabbath, living more simply and practicing contemplative moments in nature to 
really see and hear what is all around us, the gift of the breath of life. Weave into your day some time to ask yourself 
questions like:  How many hours of the day do I spend seeking satisfaction instead of “finding” what I already have? Is 
this desire coming from a reasonable need or out of a place of wanting more and more? What am I trying to fill? How 
can I create times of Sabbath to enjoy what I have? Do I need this and why? When will I have enough? What can I give 
away? Journal your answers and ask God to help you be satisfied in Him. When we do that, he promises the richest, most 
delectable of things. Thanks be to God!
            Peace, Pastor T

Just Breathe: The Way of Enough

The Missions Committee at St. 
Mark’s has scheduled another 
volunteer opportunity at the 
Community Food Bank on 
Saturday, Oct. 14th. 

We’ll meet at our church (north) parking lot at 8:00 a.m. 
and carpool to the Food Bank. Help is needed, in the main 
warehouse, packing food from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. If 
you’d like to meet us there the address is 3003 S. Country 
Club Rd. We’re hoping to have at least ten volunteers join 
us!  
Volunteers need to be at least 16 years old and should 
wear close-toed shoes. A pair of work gloves is helpful, 
too. You may sign-up to volunteer on Sunday, at the Adult 
Spiritual Growth bulletin board located in the courtyard, 
or contact Nancy Jackson (see directory).  

COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
This is a volunteer opportunity 
for all ages, stages, and physical 
abilities! Emerge! Center 
Against Domestic Abuse NEEDS 
OUR HELP to stuff the truck with 
supplies to be used by domestic 
violence survivors.

 WHERE:  CDO Baptist Church, 9200 N Oracle Rd 
 
 WHEN:  Oct. 13th, Shifts are available for:
  •6:00-9:00 a.m. for Set up
  •9:00 – noon to host event
  •Noon – 1:00 p.m. for tear down

 QUESTIONS:  Call Casey Compernolle  
             (see directory) 

EMERGE! Needs Your Help!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
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Blanket Service Project
On September 11, the Mark-a-rita’s held their second 
annual Blanket Service Project to benefit The Department 
of Child Safety. Many times children are removed from their 
homes for their safety with little or no personal belongings. 
When they arrive at the 
intake center each child 
is given a blanket to give 
them a little comfort at 
this scary time. This year 
the Mark-a-rita’s made 
20 blankets. After praying 
over them, they were 
taken to the Department 
for distribution.

St.  Mark’s United Methodist Women will meet on 
Tuesday morning, Oct. 10th at the church Library. 
Please come at 9:30 a.m. for light refreshments and 
fellowship. The program will be presented by Jeanie 
Hughes on Missionary work. All women of the church 
are invited. You don’t have to be a member of St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Women or St. Mark’s, or any 
church to attend. Childcare may be available, please 
make arrangements at the church office (297-2062) 
before the meeting. If you have questions or need a 
ride, please contact President Virginia Tupper (see 
directory). Or you may leave a message at the church 
office and someone will get back to you. 

United Methodist Women are also reminded to bring 
two or three dozen cookies to church for the Spaghetti 
Dinner before 9:30 a.m. on Oct. 6th. Contact Clara 
Campbell if you have questions or want to volunteer to 
help with the dinner.

UMW Meeting - October 10th

St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Women will sell homemade craft 
items and baked goods at St. Mark’s 
Masterpiece Festival on Saturday, Nov. 4th. 
All our proceeds support mission projects in 
Tucson, and/or throughout the United States 
and around the world. 

If you have craft items you’d like to donate 
for us to sell, label the bag “UMC Craft & Bake 
Sale” and deliver them to the church kitchen 
on Friday, Nov. 3rd. Baked goods may also be 
delivered to the church Library on Saturday morning, 
Nov. 4th, before 9:00 a.m. prior the event. 

Volunteers are needed to help set up the Library on Friday, 
Nov. 3rd, starting at 9:00 a.m. If you have questions about 
donating craft items or volunteering for set up please contact 
Priscilla McInnis (see directory). If you have questions about 
baked or homemade food items please contact Alberta 
Farnsworth Kay Hayworth (see directory). You may also leave 
a note in the UMW mailbox at the church office. 

Calling All Crafters 
and Bakers

St. Mark’s UMC and ECC staffs 
together will be participating 
in the Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk on Sunday, 
Oct. 22nd. Breast cancer has affected many in our 
St. Mark’s community. Please consider registering to 
walk or making a donation to our team by going to  
MakingStridesWalk.org/TucsonAZ and searching for  
St. Mark’s UMC/ ECC Community. Please keep our group 
in your prayers as we help raise funds to improve and 
save lives from breast cancer.

Help the Cause! 

St. Mark’s annual Harvest Festival and Trunk-or-Treat is Saturday, Oct. 21st, starting at 5:30 
p.m. The Family Ministries Committee invites everyone to join this fun and safe event. The 
activities will get underway with a potluck dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a salad 
or side dish to share ‒ the main dish, drinks, and paper goods will be provided. There will be 
games and crafts for the kids, followed by the Trunk-or-Treat at 7:00 p.m.

Harvest Festival Is Coming!
Saturday, October 21st

Volunteers Needed!
The committee is looking for trunkers, in addition to people for set up, and teardown, etc. Please 
consider volunteering so the kids can have fun! Look for the table in the courtyard on Sunday 
Oct. 8th and 15th, or sign up now at Sign Up Genius using this link: www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/409094AABA623ABF85-trunk. Also, watch the Messenger and bulletin for more information 
about this family fun event! 
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Christian Education Sunday was Sept. 24th. Several of our 
church family children received Bibles, and we dedicated 
the many teachers who guide us on our spiritual journeys. 
When you see these teachers, please thank them for their 
service to our community:

Terry Majewski and Rick Farnsworth 
—Family Life and Sharing

Brenda Hunter and Kelly Deyoe—Seekers
Rachel Mosher—Common Grounds
Marge Sogn—Monday Bible Study

Marcia Rostad—Wednesday Study Group
Rev. Tammy Hallam and Ron Hill—Disciple I

Rev. Sharon Ragland and Charlotte Bowers—Disciple III
Gena McGill and Margaret Synhorst—Christian Believer

Rev. Tammy Hallam, Tom Ellis, Susan Putt—Spiritual Gifts
Alberta Farnsworth and Linda Sterling 

—Get Acquainted with Your Bible 
Judy Boroto and Margaret Synhorst—The Prayers of Jesus

Rev. Sharon Ragland—Growing in Faith
Judy Boroto—The Way of Forgiveness

Judy Boroto and Margaret Synhorst—Sacred Rhythms
Art Ragland and Margaret Synhorst—Experiencing God

Martha Lundgren and Lynn Nystrom—You Only Die Once
Ruth Machtley—Labyrinth and Way of the Cross 

Todd and Tyger Penson—Open Minds Book Study Group
Necoe Otto-Parkinson—Pre-K and Kindergarten

Grace Hala’ufia—1st Grade
Kathy Hale and Barb Sargent—2nd and 3rd Grade

Arlene Krueger and Debbie Krueger—4th and 5th Grade
April DuBoce—Children’s Music

Kathy Wood and Julie Eblen 
—Soul Station Children’s Ministry

Margaret Synhorst—Preteen
Kim Ogle and Rachel Mosher—Confirmation

Don Booth and Pete Herschenroeder—Senior High
Lisa DaDeppo—Junior High

Don Booth, Ken Martin, Cliff Ogle, Krystle Ogle,  
Katherine Swanson, and Lisa Rickel—MYF Faith Coaches

A new Spiritual Growth opportunity begins Oct. 31st! 
Sacred Rhythms, by Ruth Haley Barton, explores the 
practices that spiritual seekers and disciples have used 
throughout history to grow closer to God. Join us to learn 
and experience six different methods for strengthening your 
prayer life. Don’t worry if you have to miss the first class; 
each class is an independent practice. You may register 
online at http://www.umcstmarks.org/adult-classes.php or 
contact Margaret Synhorst in the church office (297-2062 or 
margaret@umcstmarks.org).

Sacred Rhythms

A Note of Thanks!

A big thank you to the Children’s Education Committee 
members who spent a Saturday morning cleaning the 
Children’s Sunday School resource room. They removed 
years of accumulated materials (some went to charity, some 
to the trash can) and organized the entire area. Now the 
Sunday School teachers will be able to utilize more space 
and easily locate materials.  Great job Cindy Flannery, Kathy 
Hale, Jim Hanna, Caroline Hanna, Pam Howard, Jean Liska, 
and Barb Sargent!

St. Mark’s will offer an All Church Advent Workshop 
Saturday, Nov. 18th from 9:00 a.m. to noon. That’s 
right! We are starting early, so we can experience the 
peace and beauty of the Advent 
season, rather than being 
consumed by the rush we 
normally experience during 
this hectic time of the year. 
This event is for our entire 
church family and families 
of all types and sizes. There 
will be crafts, dramas, and 
mission projects for everyone to 
participate in. More information will follow, but mark 
your calendars now, and get ready to prepare yourself 
and your family for Jesus’ birth! 

All Church  
Advent Workshop 

Have you been wanting to know more about this terrific church or considering membership at St. Mark’s? If so, you 
are warmly invited to our next Exploring Membership Class. The class consists of two double-sessions in the Library 

on Sunday mornings, Oct. 22nd and 29th, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We’ll serve 
a light lunch mid-session each Sunday. Childcare will be available for those who 
request it. You may sign up on Sunday at the Adult Spiritual Growth bulletin board 
in the courtyard, online at www.umcstmarks.org , or contact Janie (297-2062 or 
janie@umcstmarks.org). If the October session doesn’t suit your schedule, the 
class is offered quarterly ‒ watch the Messenger and bulletin for news about future 
class dates.

 Exploring Membership Classes Start Soon!
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Senior Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland

Associate Pastor:
Rev. Tammy Hallam

Sunday Worship:
8:15, 9:45, 11:15 a.m.

Soul Station 
Wednesday Nights: 
Community Meal 

5:45 p.m. 
Music/Programs  
6:15-7:15 p.m.

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Roger & Donna Severson
Jayce Cunha, son of Rich and Blanca Cunha
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Roger & Donna  Severson
Brandonn Eto, friend of Zirnheld/Compernolle family
Rob Eubank, son of David & Johanna Eubank
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman 
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Greg Haynes, son of Bob & Melinda Haynes
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison and grandson of Joyce Flick
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long
Mark Joseph Maver, son of Seymour & Marcia Maver
Joshua Miller, grandson of Ginny Johnson
Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan and  
grandson-in-law of Janet Krug
Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Joshua Ruth, son-in-law of Marjie Walp
Adam Seia, son of David & Vonda Seia
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Alex Snow, brother of Shelley Shelton
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter and son-in-law of Joyce Flick
Timothy Trexler, great-nephew of Gail Blevins
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh; niece of Joan Fradenburgh

Loved Ones in the Military ...
Please keep these people in your prayers. 
Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Upcoming Surgeries:
Clara Campbell, Oct. 5
Ron Hill, Oct. 12th
Julie Thompson, Oct. 10  

Rehab or Care Facilities:
Jane Berson, Than Brademas, Donald Chester, 
Patricia Keele, Bob Ross, Yvonne Yare 

Hospice Care:
Ken Cushman, Jerry Langemeier, Shirley Johnson, 
Howard Russell, Earlene Schock 

Undergoing Treatment at Home: 
Jude Anderson, Gail Blevins, Audrey Dawson, 
Judy Drescher, April DuBoce, Tiffany Guerette, 

Breanne Hallam, Megan Krzmarzick, 
Judy Mitzimberg, Karen Linebarier, 
Dell Long, Cynthia Rayner, Don Watt, 
Connie White

Recovering at Home: 
Jessie Deyoe, Ann Martin, Betty 
Myers, Jim Ward, Marilyn Vaughn

We are a praying community  
at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday 

worship, you may submit 
a prayer request by email 

prayerchain@umcstmarks.org 
or on our website at  

www.umcstmarks.org/ 
contact-us-prayer-request.php.

Also, visit our Prayer Room on 
campus and leave a prayer on 

our prayer wall. 

Third Thursday each month
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. , St. Mark’s Library 

Coordinator:  
Nancy Bautzmann (248-5814)

Prayer  
Corner

Hold These People in Prayer!
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I want to thank my St. Mark’s family for all of your prayers, gifts, thought, and visits.  I’ve appreciated every one.
         Jane Berson

Thanks to our St. Mark’s family for all of your prayers, cards, and phone calls as Carla’s Dad passed on Sept. 6th. It is very 
much appreciated.         John Yost

Thank you all for all of your prayers, cards and phone calls! They all have meant so very much! Such as caring family we 
all have! I feel truly blessed! Thank you to Tammy for being with me both times, for her prayers and her phone calls. How 
fortunately we are to have her. The Lord’s blessing to all!  Nancy E. Gobrecht

Calendar Notes
Sat., Oct. 7
7:00 a.m. Meditation Area Work Day
9:00 a.m. Justice For Our Neighbors, (FH) 

Sun., Oct. 8 
Harvest Festival Table, Courtyard
4:00 p.m. Preteens & Youth Group
4:00 p.m. Blessing of Animals, Labyrinth

Mon., Oct. 9  
9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Tues., Oct 10
4:30 p.m. Meditation Gdn Board, Conf. Rm.
5:30 p.m. Advisory Board, Library
6:30 p.m. SPRC, Conf. Rm.
6:30 p.m. Missions, Fellowship Hall

Wed., Oct. 11 
5:45 p.m. Soul Station, Fellowship Hall

6:15 p.m. Common Grounds, Library
6:30 p.m. Finance Committee, Conf. Rm.

Thur., Oct. 12 
11:30 a.m. S.O.S Luncheon, Fellowship Hall
12:00 MESSENGER DEADLINE
  6:00 p.m. Trustees, Conf. Rm.

Fri., Oct. 13
5:00 p.m. Food Truck Café
6:00 p.m. Mural Dedication

Sat., Oct. 14
Pumpkin Delivery  

Sun., Oct. 15
All Saints Day Table, Courtyard 
4:00 p.m. Preteens
4:00 p.m. Youth Group

Dear Church Family...

Grace Circle invites everyone to join them  Oct. 17, at 9:30 
a.m. in the Library. Pastor Sharon and 
Art traveled across the United States and 
she will share some of their wonderful 
experiences. Please contact Joyce Lawson 
with any questions.

The next St Mark’s Emmaus Community potluck will be held 
at St. Mark’s, in rm 17/18, on Sunday, Oct. 15th, beginning 
at 12:30 p.m. and ending by 2:00 pm. The potluck meal will 
be followed by announcements and discussion, especially 
about the upcoming men’s and women’s walks in Tucson 
this spring, in April, 2018.  

Calling St. Mark’s 
Emmaus Community  

Masterpiece   Festival 
The Masterpiece Festival is fast approaching, Saturday, 
Nov. 4th, and we need your help. The past years have been 
very successful not only because of the variety and 
quality of merchandise, but also because 
you support our efforts by attending and 
purchasing from our talented vendors. 
Thank You, and we hope you will continue 
to support the Festival!  

Please let your talented friends, relatives, neighbors know 
that we are still accepting applications for courtyard and 
parking lot spaces. However, Fellowship Hall, and Rm 
17/18 are sold out! 

Did you know that the every year vendors rave about 
how attentive and helpful the volunteers 
are?  Your support is truly a blessing. So, 

look for the Masterpiece Festival table 
in the courtyard on Sunday Oct.14th and 

21st and sign up to help with the vendor 
continental breakfast, bathroom breaks, 

lunch breaks, lunch delivery, etc., Shifts are scheduled in 
two-hour increments. Help volunteer and then enjoy the 
Festival before or after your shift! 

Art Exhibit
St. Philip’s In The Hills Parish (Campbell Ave. at River Rd.) 
will present a remarkable modern religious art exhibition 
Icons in Transformation Oct. 1 – Jan 7, 2018. The exhibition 
will display more than 100 masterworks of Russian born 
abstract expressionist Ludmila Pawlowska. 
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Reflections

1431 W. Magee Road, Tucson AZ 85704-2116

Address Service Requested

Yesterday, Oct. 2nd, we once again awoke to news of 
unbelievable tragedy, this time in Las Vegas. When I asked 
my pastor friends in Las Vegas, “What can we do?” They said, 
“For now, pray for all of us.” In a moment, I’ll offer three short 
prayers. But first, some thoughts.   

I’d also like to ask you to think about what you can do to end 
violence and hatred. Jesus tells us to “love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” I’m not talking here about engaging in 
a debate over guns or funding for mental health, although 
those are important discussions.  

Right now I’m asking you to think about, “what thing(s) can I 
do today to help end violence?” Maybe it’s volunteering at a 
school, or visiting at a care center, or leading a Bible study, or 
gathering some people together for prayer. Maybe it’s taking 
a teenager to dinner and listening to him or her, or saying 
“yes” to serving on our Missions Committee when someone 
calls and asks you. Perhaps for you it is offering to lead our 
church in discussions about hard topics. One point of this is 
to get away from sitting in front of TV and phones, and get 
up. The real point is to give of ourselves in a way that brings 
hope and healing, and sets an example to others, especially 
children and teenagers. 

Today I’m going to lead Chapel for our Early Childhood Center 
children and teachers, and assure them of God’s love.  Enough 
for now.  Some suggestions for prayer:

For parents and grandparents, to use with children –  Loving 
God, we pray for people who have been hurt, and ask you to 
heal them. We pray for people who have lost someone they 
love, and ask that you wipe their tears, and help them be 
strong and know that you love them. Keep us safe. In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen.

A lament – How long, O God, must suffering be part of life?  
Can’t you just take it all away? Our hearts are weak and faint, 
and we wonder where you are! Assure us of your presence, 
and heal those who suffer greatly. Amen.

For thanksgiving and hope – We give thanks, O God, for your 
everlasting presence, which covers over all evil and holds us 
close. Heal those who are hurt. Comfort those who mourn.  
Thank you for first responders and medical personnel and so 
many others who help, whose hands are your hands. May 
our earnest prayers for hope and healing rise like incense and 
bring peace. Amen.  
    Blessings, Sharon


